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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF: 

VITALIY A. LIVSHITS ET AL. 

SERIAL NO: 09/466,935 

FILED: DECEMBER 20, 1999 

FOR: NOVEL GENE AND METHOD 
FOR PRODUCING L-AMINO 
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: GROUP ART UNIT: 1641 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 



SIR: 



Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application as 



follows. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Please amend the specification as follows. 

Page 1, prenumbered lines 12-13, delete "(herein referred to as rhtA23)"; 
prenumbered line 22, change ''rhtA gene" to —thrR mutation—; 
enumbered line 23, change "the rhtA gene is identical to" fo —mutation arose 

Page 2, line 6, change "rhtA23" to ^-thrR— , same line, after "is" insert —caused by—; 
line 7, after "codon" irueiert —in the rhtA gene (the mutation was designated by 

"rhtA23")-. 
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SIR: 

Attached hereto for filing are the following papers: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Our check in the amount of S -0- is attached covering any required fees. In the event any variance exists 
between the amount enclosed and the Patent Office charges for filing the above-noted documents, including any fees 
required under 37 CFR 1.136 for any necessary Extension of Time to make the filing of the attached documents timely, 
please charge or credit the difference to our Deposit Account No. 15-0030. Further, if these papers are not considered 
timely filed, then a petition is hereby made under 37 C.F.R. 1,136 for the necessary extension of time. A duplicate copy 
of this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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